[From an American Paper.]

HEAR HINDOO PHILOSOPHY

SWAMI RAM DISCUSSES FORMS OF SELF IN UNITARIAN CHURCH

AN audience which taxed the capa-
city of the Unitarian Church
gathered yesterday morning to
hear Swami Earn, the poet-philo-
sopher of India, lecture on "Ex-
pansion of Self". The Swami's idea
and lines of thought were put in
such a simple and forceful style
that he commanded the closest
attention and deep interest. To
illustrate the expansion of self, the
Swami commenced by drawing four
circles, one within the other, having
a common horizontal tangent at
the top. These circles were shown
to represent the four grades of
moral and religious life, viz., miner-
al, plant, animal, man and God-life
in human form. Self-centred,
sensuous people were pathetically
shown to be no more than minerals
in human form. Bather humor-
ously Nero, Tiberius and other
Caesars were represented as pre-
cious minerals, but not men, their
life and activity being comparable
only to the moving equilibrium or
dead motion of a spindle. People
of a wider circle of love, embracing
their families, centering all their
activities in domestic life, were
proved to be plant-men -in human
form. They might be flowers, fruit,
trees, oaks and cedars in the form
of man, but to the dignity of man
they could not lay a valid claim.
Tet their existence was proved to
be just as necessary in the economy
of nature as that of plants in the
physical world.

Next the animals in the human
garb were treated, who have ex-
panded their self and identified
themselves with the sect, creed or
community which they represent.
Their circle includes many small
circles of the first and second kind.
But it was pointed out that just as
a husk may be useful for the deve-
lopment of the seed for a time,
after a period it becomes the chok-
ing prison to the seed, so sectarian-
ism is all right in so far as it helps
our growth, but becomes a destruc-
tive element when it shuts out the
broad light outside its walls.

Man-life in the human dress waa
dwelt upon. People whose orbit of
activity focusses round the good of
the whole nation, whose self has
expanded into the self of the coun-
try, without regard to class, color
or creed, were represented as real
men in the body of man.

Lastly, the God-man was depict-
ed, whose self has expanded into
the self of the world, and from
whom love flows toward each ami
all as naturally as light radiates
from the sun. This is the Christ-
man, the man of nations, the man
of ages, the universal man,

Swami Bam will be heard in
Temple Beth Israel on December H
and next Friday afteraooB wiU
accept an Invitation to a&iresfi tk*
Womanra Club.
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